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Inc VERY

lumble Man Who Died the Other Day and Whom Three Thousand Persons Followed to the Grave.

“His Life Was a Constant Exemplifica-
tion of the Very Highest Prin-
ciples of Chtistianity.”

ID you read In the newspapers ilie other day that
Rabbl Levison, of Willlamsburg, was dead, nnd that
three thousand men, woren and children followed his

D

eoffin to the grave? It was only a brief totlice, apd perbpns

it escaped your oye. The past week was exceedingly Hyely
with pews—war, ¢ilamitles, feglslntion, prize fAgits and all
thnt.—-'anrl the death of a penniless Jewish rabbl was not
Hikely to crente much of 0 sensntion.

Fabbe Levison died last week, and three thousand nen,
women and ehildren followed his voffin to the grave.

And when they had lald him to rest the preachor eried:

Woe unto Israel! Jehovnh has taken a saint from amoug
us! Blessod fs the name of Jobovaht” § A/ F1

You know nut wha this man was hepause he was humhle,

Never mind whether souware o Christian or e Jew, You musc|

ndmire the memory of ﬂm‘; mun. Born,of o wealthy family,
wllled lt, dhmye  achieved muw

. and great learnlng.

Vetily I say unio you, Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the

least of these my c ildren, ye hava

done il unto me.
Matthew, xxv., 40.

than balf n century ngo he burled all worldlness and eon-
geornted Lis Hle to (he allevintlon of sulfering.

The story of these fifty years of selfAnllnegll.T:i_f.ll.l, of snerl-
fice and of (levotion to'a sublime couse, will wpver be told.
Hoe wag n (levout Jew, and, as such, refosed to aceent (hrist
as the Messiah of Istnel. Yet day after day and year after
vére Lis Nfe was a constant exemplificntlon of the very bigh-
ost and woblest principles of Christinnity, and ns ¥on wead
of s deeds you feel the splrit of that wouderfnl sermon
upon whicl the Churel of the Baviour rests.

.Ilahhl Lovison wos horn In Wiina, Russis, dn 1814. He
tgmeof ' fiinons tnmil.\" of students and preachers, They
“‘;3'1"9 poksessed of wenlth, and for generations hack all the
membors of the family hnd boasgted of thelr uigh educatlon
Thie rabbl's father and grandfather
worg  savang, Mo himself was a nwﬁéluut Hebrew scholar
at When ho came of age e spoke most of the modern
Inngunges, and Iy LS twenty-second yenr Liv wrote n rellg.
fous work in Hebrew that attracted attention not alone in
Ruossln, but In London dod Paris,’ He marpled learly and
entered the Jowish ministrey. \

floolr he became as famous for his preaching as for his
wiltlhug: The snuz fortutie left Bim bs his father ensbled
bimw to travel, anid for nearly n quarter of n cenfury he
ropmed over Envope, Asthonnd Afrien, Everywhere he llved
o pure, simple life. His wants were few and easily satis-
fed. What remalped of his income after supplsing hls needs
L distributed among the worthy poor whom he met on lils
travels, Nelther ruee nor cresd minde any difference po Him,
He wis a devout orthodox Hebrew, but in his giving be be-
longed (o' all natlonallties. Jew, Clivistian, or infidel, Tark
or pagan, 1T they needed help, were allke welcome to lis
purse, auwd this rule he malntalued to the time of hilg death,

That o man wioihl glve the shirt off his back ks 4 conis
men enough phrose, but, so far s "the world genemlly is
concerned, 10 ls 2lmply a phrase.  With it
The Incident oveurred only o few :

T

Rabbl Levison
Wits once fgn delunllty.
years ngo, on the Higt Slde of this oifj, where he Hved for
more than a guirter of & eentury. He was réturnlng one
bltter afternoon from the Kivington

where he officlated, when e Wis met by a poor, shivering

s_v‘nngugnp In stroet,

wretel, who asked him I the ame of God for ubney o “rhgy WIII Tell You by the HOUT of

buy & loaf of bread.

“Cgrininly, certainly,” vehemently exclaimed the old gen-
tleman, divlng down luro, Lis pocket. He felt first In hls
walsteont pockets, then in hi:‘s trousers and in the talls u.i'
the ol but peat Prince Albert cont besnlwnys wore. DBut
the seareh wis 1) vain, The gooil eabbl wis 4% poor ias
the mendicant Dimself.  An  expression of Intense paln
cressed lils fuce xs be halted :ml! swuum-n-d

HAre yoit very hungry?”

YO,

“My poyr man!
Whit qhn!l I o2

The sunpllnnt whose Tace had l].crhlcfl with joyful hope,,
wig cast down Into the depths of despalr. But he knew the
rulibi have helppd him if bhe could, and, murmuring
his thanks, he stprted 1o move away.

' “Hut you are hnngry: what will yon do?" asked the tah-
bl, anxlogsly, stlll fumbing lu bl poekets in the valn hope
thnt soon he might find a eoln

“Hiarve," pald the otler, wnh ‘nvsickly smile,

“Ni, nip, you sholl ot stacve. Here, eome with me,”

&0 hunges! T have eaten nothing for two days."

And here 1 have not o sihgle farthing.

would
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the Good Deeds of the
Old Man”

gan to take off his cont.
ment,

What woulil you do Lere?"

“alve yon my shirt: 1 can get others.
aml sl 0t of pnwn 1L I will give you enough fo Lay
brend.  Then come und see e to-morrow and T will hve
maney to give you.'

The mendleant lookeil an v aninze:

Despniving atd hungry as e wis, the e ut]h'ﬂur whs sl
g0 touched by such unexampled generosity: that he protegped
agalnst the sucrifipe,

It 1s cold weather nnd you will nesd vour shiivt.  You

Cwill get ﬁlr.'k‘."

"Not 1, my friend," latglied the old' geunllemnu, ns ke
strogeled out of the garment in the shadow of the hallway.
“1 have often gone without a shive, and see, 1 have n fine
WA coat. T wlll- never iss Ity and for you lt wihl mean
brud TR
ml.nq thu he nxemd m 8

iato ther.—#é!;{.a.t@m}m"

K|

|
You ean take 1t

OrF Al

hands, slipped on Wis coat neain, and was away before ihe

otlier conll say mjother word.

This is no mere faney sketeh. but an getual ineldent Iu
Rubbl Levisow's life, an Incldent that was repeated muany
aml many aotive Iy slightly  dilerent forms,  Over in the |
ghiéttp of the BEust Side or in Williamsburg, where he lived |
toward the lost, they will tell you dozens of such storles .-r'
ilmust Incomprebensibie self-sacerifice.

The man who got the
BHIrE In this case was Tsane Abeahaw, now ot steady em-
ployment as a tallor,

“Thnt shirt,™

Abralinm declaves, “not alone  saved e |
from ' starvatlon, but my wife and Hitle ones as well. 1}
pawned It for twenty cents, with which T bought Lread. |

Good luck seemed to come with the rabbl's gift, for the '\"‘T‘_Tj
next day 1 found employment. Rest assured that the drest
thing T did was (o get that shire back and vetwen it to bim
who hnd 3o generofisly tuken it off bls back to give me,” |

The pmbbi came to this country thirty yeuts ago, shortly
after the close of the ¢ivil war. He was thenof anage whon
mest men have sottled down (o enjoy the competence tliey
iftve amussed, boe with bim it was the beginning of a new
Hpe of work.

Hig wife had died o leaving lim
otler famlly connection, exceny his son, who had gone iuto
merciuntile pursidlts He had el
preached all and determined to come ful
the new one.

vear before, with no

Odessa. travelled
aver the old world,

In Patis he hod perfected bimself in philology.

nt

paying specinl atiention to Arable ln opder to prioseeute (o
the best adviantiges of his Biblleal researches.

He Issued fiu)l of =everal of
withi the proceeds cmbarked for Amerien. What remaloed
of Lls firfvate fortune he first distriboted among the
in the town where he llved. He lauded Here with
more than enough to sssure him food and lodging for o
short time. Tt wans al] be wanted. He never bnd any fear
of the futnre.

"The Lord will provide.” was his favorite snyiog when
bix friemds bessached him to be more prudent for fear (hat
e mdght come t0 want and suffer.

It

shnra

|
{
edltlons his works, and
Heedy

I'tg'e

was his piotto ap all thwes, He wis always willlng
to_glve the Jast be Jod to these wio nsedod

1t he B nothlbg to ent blimself be slmply went with-

_to and
e
LLLTL
Aud It wag not infrequently the ease that he was com-
pelled 14 do so, atlins aunually  placed In
Imnds by friends and admirers in this eity, in Boston. in
Phlludelphia, finid other places, for distribution.
Oyer and over agnlu it wns discovered that not nlooe had
e distributed atl

Lurge were ks

Thienga,

thisse simz, but bls pwo seanty locome

as well. Therefore townrd the last, to muke sure that the

old gentieman shonld ot want, the people in the pelghbor-
Boudl mude IE 4 fule (o bring him food as well a8 money.
He jived Tor 1he last three years ln vwo scantily furnished
Pooins  all by BlmENE wt No, 11 Selgel strect, Willinms-
burg, the lLeart gof the ghetto goorter, on the otlier side
uf the rlver, Every mun, woman and -chilfl In the thickly
him,

frmillar o =lght as the streer sigos themselves,

popultted  gelghborhood Riew Hls venerable figure
Wita as and
“mever o petsou passed himo o who dld not glve n reverential
In retorn e wonld bestow his blessing, alwars

devoutly neeeptisl

sting.

He was noslhort, ritler brojdshouldered man,
medinm height, His face was superl in its patriarchal dig-
nlty. A thilek beard off mediom

under the

lendth alwars well looked

nfier, snow white with age. fromed the lower part of lis
countenance,  Hig hadr, also spow whlte, was thick and |
Dushy dbhout the temples, but con ton It hod thlaned out,

lengthetiing his -already mognificent forehend, When prench- |

fng and in the honse be generdlly wore a8 close-fitting <kall
cupn On the stroet he was Bever seen without an old-fash-
lonedd 811k hat,

In New York iu the lower Host Side he was as woell-known
s Iy Willlomshurg: better,
i nv}glibh.hmul of Rivingtun strect for twenty-six vears.
He finaliy
he had 1 thie dection where sypngogues and rabbles are not
as plentiful ns they are o New York

I later vears he was tever regulurly connected with nuy
He woulll preach here nnd there, and was
He put
iglile regulur pastoral work because he felt thnt he could be
of tiore nse to bik people By devoting himself g8 nearly as
possible to He
voted practieally his entlre time o collecting fands from

black Prince Albert coat awmd dark trousers.
If augthing, for he had lived In

moved across the river becauss of the wider field

Qe

slways welconie to any pulplt ke chose to. honor.

Sy BREOoSto,

"

For

louking after thelr lmmedinte ueeds,

willtosdo members of his poce for use among the poor.
bls own need he found wmoney by lterary wark done during
Nk ldle Houfd™"

He  delighted partionlarty the young girls

in ‘heiping

| pEople, lmd o partdenlatly tender spot for the yaung.

witomm kngow to fuil Ldghands Here
L wlwnrs gave o helpfog band B providing fornitoee and
other Wae thers a husband
put of wotk and I peed of assistounee, the rabblt wuuld!
punt him up, help bim (o fdod employment aml see to it |
that he and his family  did suffer wntll  work
Wien a twew baby expected In household

where thete were already, more than enough mouthis to feed,

Be worthy of them.

neceesitles for houseReeplng,

1ot wias

fouml. WIS n

the eabbl Hghiened the burden by sending of his own
D atares and getting orhers to send of their stores.
“Aml with ‘hlu™ sald the  Habbi Hosenberg  when

]I*l' eitclilug  the fateral germon lost Saturday, *‘the ol =ay-
Ing, ‘let thy tight hand know what thy feft Is qdojng’
found close appllcation. He belped, helped, helped, Dut wo
oy ever  kuew e helped., No one was ever pau-
perizaed, bo one hwoilfated by accepting his gifts. God lhas
made Tow men sinee the bBegltining of the 'I»\‘t_rl'ld I %0 no-
ble oo monld.*”

They will tell gou by the bour of the desds’of the goml
I yon gé to the Mubbl Nosenberg's lttle syna.
goghie an the top floor of the tenement No, 46 Moore street,
Willinmisburg., The Rabbi Rosenberg 15 bimself an old man
and known  for his good works, but beside him who has
gone hé con,shh-n lilmgelf & verltable apprentice. i

not

whom

old i

BACK,

good he did. He himeclf would never talk about it, oxcept
when be chme to ssk ald for some deserving ¢ase. Then
those who lLad gave froely,™

Almost up to the last the venerable old man was Lale and
hearty. He visited his frlonds regulnrly,
charitable Inbors. He dled us he
suffering and withont llngering.

his
without

and gontinved
would have jfked,
He was to have performed
Fridny, Always the
pertection of promptness, the faot that he could uot meet
bis engazements cansed genernl alarm.

T e shild every one. »

o they went In a body to the house, and there they found
him desd 1n b,

8 wedding eceremony a week dgo lust

good yabbl  must be siek,"
He had been carried off by an sattack of
heart fallurs, due prinelpally to advancing yeire,

Tenilerly he was prepored by loving hands for the list
jotirney.  From every sectlon chuie men and wolnen anxlous
o do whnt they could that they might slopw
respect for the dead.

Funeral

their love and

services were held In the
drash Hagodal, on Moore sivest. Labll Rosenberg and De,
Moses “Weehsler delivered addresses setting forth the facts
of the noble life Rubbl Levison btd led,

Never in the history of the Willlmusburg ghetio has stch

Syuagogie Beth Bames

a-congregntion been seen.  The synhgogzve wias crowded to

the doors. Few eves rewnlned dry. Even the men, unden-

apstrative though they usually ore; wore pol aslinued fo

ery over the loss of so good a friend.
After the servlia the body

was escorted by practitally

the entire population of the Hebrew section of Willla sy
and a tremendons delegatlon from this slde of the river.

The Guard of Honor wos composell of neirly aie b ded
n1 Hobrew free school

OLY phbld had Wt oue g

chlidren, scholirs the
Thorah, The

this school.

uf Talmiud
we been A tencher ia
The children chanted prayers as they mneeled,
The other mourners stretelnd for bocks aod Blocks, walking
In procession bDeblud the coflt, Tt wa= an Iniposing cortoss
Most of the wen followad the body to the grave In Eilen
Flolils Cemetéry. The Wamen and ochildren, nfter golug part
of the way, returoed to 1helr homes,

untll the “votutn of the mwen from
Ing of the good works of the rabbi

a story to tell Hinstrative

(AT
(L1
ol bl
It willl e
many & long wmonth before they conse to spenk dally of the
old man,

They spent the

the burial in

Nenry overs

of hik big Heartodopss,

At tlie Moore streel sypagogup services wops

bl every
night lnst weck, After the services the wowmbers-of the cone

before dispersing for hotie. Py
Eubbl Levisoi hal lved clghty-threée soars,  He earaed
during thar time more to the :n‘--mm'v.-
person, He was frogal o the extrenie of ahstemiousness.
Yet when
£50,
Lhe
the

money than comes

he died lis sole enrthly possessions consisted of
Of this $28 wus spent In plicing him under gronnd ia
slmple way he wollld have siestred. The raeainipg $2o—
sole legaey of four-score years of lnbor—hns leen seng
to bl aratdehtil in farolt Bussln,

But if be passed awny nnlknewy fo the world it large, be
wis honoréd by bis people {n o war that no moan hins hoes
honored In this commneiiity

=lee the rhoe when Goetietad

Grant was carrled (o his lust resting ploce under the sseort
uf o weeplng mnltitude,  Amobtg the thousands that acCos
ponied his pempins to the

emn-faged ellidren, The

grave woas o suall urmy of sol-
Rt while loving all
in re.
loved Wim devotedliz. mnrehed belind the
slmple. plne coftii, weeping for o friend who had shown by
bls works that he understosd them. They Inld the teibute

Levison,

tuen, they Thoy

| of eountless tears on his grove,

Nowhere excopt In tlils great Lustling oity,
man

where “every
Is busy coutd # eivizen of suoh
H.al
he worked his charifles i 0 small commonity jge he' workod
theém with us, 0 towerlng marble shaft would wark bis r\‘rﬂ.-
ing plice.  As it Is, he hos g monument 1o the h¥arts of those
who knew Lim that will l‘f'lll-llll uhiln 1]1'1- lnsrs.

A FAUST RELIC GONE.

with his own futerests,
pure oprightoess sand uuselfishness ave escaped ootice.

Birthplace of the. Famous
- Conjurer Sold for
Old  Junk.

The hovse In Rody) Saxe-Altenburg, where D Johpun
Fanst, the fadwns maghiclhin aml sosthsayer of legenlinyy
fome. wag: born [owaml the Inst guarter of the fifteentl

native juuk denler for
F‘\"a
when the Chivagoe Werlid's Fatr Commission dis
hunters 1o all phris o
the

eentury, wak knockel doews to oo
25 the other iy, #ud le pow being di=pogtled,
Years ngo,
patehed a small Hrmy

the glabe

fons

of curfosity

to seek attractlons and freaks, 2ol oy
of Hote aeked a cool hundped thousant dollars for the
tle plle: of brick, woodl, mortar and dust that wus 19
be. tnken down and re-crocted In the Windy Oty o the
price wiae consldered too sHY even for Lake squandesiog
days, and the pepotintions fell through. Tu order that ahe
might the mmmleipal fathers of the
town ordered Hs lmmedinte demolltion

untll quite e

iran,

house #Bot fall down
Hittle

Thig historic structure stands, or =iood
cently, on a roeky eminence wear the Jenalsches Thor (Cliy
gate), It 15 a frome Lullding, very tlekelr,
extensively repalred. There s o legend that It dates back
to the yesr 1450 or 1460, as do many other bulldings of Ro-
dn.  That Faust saw the HNght I one of s dingy ronute,

trames, ls attested by several anthentle stiremoents o the

from which all later writers on the Fanst legend quotey

f Iumw," e wn “what an a.nwudt of

—x‘ e T

and which s thelr ehier authoriy, 5

with floors of trampled earth and tiny windows in leaden

town chronicle, and also in the Faust Buch, pr'atad o 08T,
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gregation spent un bonr or two tilking of their old fiie .u&
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